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The Pets at Home Foundation 
Grant Funding Criteria for 2021 
Rescue and Rehoming Rescues 

 
The Pets at Home Foundation provides funding to organisations whose main activity is: 
 

1. the rescue and rehoming of UK domestic pets 
and/or: 

2. the provision of temporary or ongoing assistance to ensure pets can remain with their 
owners, where rehoming takes place only when it is not possible to reunite the pet with 
their owner 

and/or: 
3. changing the lives of adults and children through the provision of animal-based activities or 

practical assistance 
 

If your organisation’s main activity is for points 2 and/or 3, please refer to our ‘New Grant Criteria 
pet people bond’ document. 

Rescue and Rehoming  

The Pets at Home Foundation provides funding to pet rescues for purposes which: 

§ make a real difference to the welfare of UK domestic pets in rescue 

§ aim to reduce the number of domestic pets in rescue 

All funding requests must be for purposes which have a direct impact on the welfare of domestic 
pets1 in rescue. 

1. Is my rescue eligible? 

1.1. The rescue’s main charitable activity must be the rescue and rehoming of domestic pets 

1.2. The rescue must have been operating for a minimum of 2 years, and can provide rehoming 
figures and financial information for a 12 month period.   

1.3. Rescues can be: 

§ national pet rescue charities and their branches  

§ independent pet rescue and rehoming centres either centre or foster based  

1.4. The rescue must be based in the UK, Isle of Man or Channel Islands, and the significant 
majority of each pet species the organisation rescues must be from within these geographical 
areas.  

1.5. Rescues based within England, Wales or Scotland and have an annual income of over £50,000 
must be a Registered Charity, either with the Charity Commission or the OSCR in Scotland.  

https://www.petsathomefoundation.co.uk/helping-people-through-pets/


The Pets at Home Foundation– Reviewed March 2021 
 

  
 Registered Charity No. 1104152 

1.6. Rescues based within England, Wales or Scotland whose annual income is less than £50,000 
does not need to be a Registered Charity. 

1.7. All rescues based in Northern Ireland, Channel Islands or the Isle of Man, regardless of 
income, must be registered as a charity with the relevant local body. 

1.8. All rescues will, where possible vaccinate, microchip and treat all pets for fleas and worms 
prior to rehoming. If it is not possible to neuter an animal prior to adoption, the rescue should 
have a contract in place with the new owner that states they are committed to neutering their 
pet at a later date, if not paid for by the rescue. (Checks will be made with the rescues Vet)     

1.9. Applications can only be made by an individual known to the rescue and authorised to make 
grant applications on the rescue’s behalf. 

 

2. Is my application eligible for funding? 

2.1. The charitable purpose of the application must have a direct impact on the welfare of 
domestic pets. 

2.2. We will consider an application for the following; 

§ Vet bills to a maximum of 25% of that cost centre, not gold standard.  

§ Boarding costs to a maximum of 25% of that cost centre.  

§ Trap and Neuter schemes for feral or stray cats 

§ Food to a maximum of 25% of that cost centre  

§ Funding towards projects such as but not exclusive to (pet accommodation, pet vehicles, 
equipment) please speak to our Grant Funding Co-Ordinator if you require further 
information.  

2.3. We will only consider applications for funding towards building renovations or new building 
work if: 

§ The property is owned by the rescue, in the rescue’s name 

§ If planning permission is required for building renovations or new building work, this 
must have been granted before an application is made. If planning permission has 
been granted a copy must be supplied by the rescue with the grant application form. 

2.4. Exceptions to 2.3 may be considered if the ‘building’ is a mobile structure (e.g. field shelter). 

2.5. If applying for fencing, outside exercise areas or similar the land must either be: 

§ Owned by the rescue, in the rescue’s name or 

§ Rented by the rescue, and there are at least 5 years left to run on the charity’s lease. 

2.6. We will not fund: 

§ Salaries, uniforms or expenses 
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§ The cost of leasing a vehicle, road tax, insurance or petrol costs 

§ Loan or interest payments 

§ The purchase of land or buildings 

§ Any costs associated with a charity shop 

§ Fundraising costs such as marketing materials 

2.7. The Pets at Home Foundation will not retrospectively award funds towards a project that have 
already been started or completed. 

2.8. 12 months must have lapsed since the rescue last received a grant from Pets at Home 
Foundation/’ Support Adoption For Pets’ before a rescue can apply again. 

 

 

3. What information must I provide? 

3.1. All rescues must have a bank account set up in the rescue’s name. 

3.2. All rescues with an income of less than £250,000 must provide a set of accounts prepared on 
receipts and payments for the last 12 month period. This consists of a summary of all money 
received and paid out by the rescue in a financial year, categorised by type (e.g. vet bills, food, 
kennelling costs, donation income, fundraising event income). Include details of any debts 
owed, credit expected, and assets. We will not accept copies of bank statement and itemised 
cash book entries. 

3.3. Any rescue which is a Charitable Company or Community Interest Company (CIC) (regardless 
of income level), or has an income of more than £250,000, must provide a set of accounts 
prepared on an accruals basis in accordance with the Statement Of Recommended Practice 
(SORP) and current Charity Commission guidance (https://www.gov.uk/topic/running-
charity/money-accounts).1  

3.4. If your most recent set of prepared accounts are more than 12 months old, please also 
provide a copy of your latest management accounts dated within the last three months. 
Depending on the rescues FYE we may ask for your most recent accounts regardless of them 
being in draft format. 

3.5. It is unlikely that an organisation will receive finding where the Pets at Home Foundation 
trustees have concerns about the long-term financial stability of an organisation.  

3.6. All rescues must provide contact information for two individuals willing to act as independent 
referees. One of these must be your main vet. The other must not be a Trustee, family 
member, employee of your rescue, or work for Pets at Home (except where 
Vets4Pets/Companion Care are your main vet).  You may wish to use a volunteer, supporter, 
or past adopter. 
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3.7. All applications requesting funding for veterinary bills must include a sample of veterinary 
statements or invoices dated within the last 3 months, which demonstrate a selection of 
treatments and their costs. 

3.8. All applications requesting funding for boarding costs must include a sample of boarding 
statements or invoices dated within the last 3 months. 

3.9. All applications requesting funding towards the purchase of capital items and/or equipment 
must include two quotes from a suppliers which demonstrates the cost of the item(s).  

3.10. All applications requesting funding towards building work or refurbishment must include: 

§ at least two quotes from different suppliers for the bulk of the costs of the project 

§ confirmation that the land is either owned in the rescue’s name, or a copy of the lease 
agreement 

§ If planning permission is required, please include either a copy of the planning 
permission agreement, or confirmation that planning permission has been requested. 

All of the criteria listed on this document are subject to trustee discretion. Please do not hesitate to get in contact 
should you have any queries regarding whether your rescue or application falls within our current funding criteria. 


